
1 
 

 The Hancock Rebel   

 
THE SHIELDSBORO RIFLES CAMP #2263 NEWSLETTER  BAY ST. LOUIS, MS   ISSUE #13             August 2016 

 
 

Don Green – Camp Commander               Brad Johnson – 1st Lt. Commander 

dgreen_1865@yahoo.com               brad.johnson@usa.com 

601-270-5316                 228-216-8680 

 

Dorty Necaise – 2nd Lt. Commander              Beau Ladner – Camp Adjutant 

djnecaise@icloud.com                ironhorse366@yahoo.com 

228-493-7504                 228-216-0050 

 

 

The Charge 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we 

fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier's good name, the 

guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he 

loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. 

 
Given at New Orleans, LA in a speech on April 25, 1906 to the SCV National Convention by Lt. Gen. Stephen D Lee. 

 

 

From the Commander’s Desk 
By: Camp Commander Don Green 

Greetings everyone, 

 

Summer is nearing an end which will be bringing on the fall. This means cool weather, football and the final 

stages of Initiative 58 signatures to the state. We in the Division are still gathering signatures for Initiative 58 to 

get the state flag on the ballot in 2018 to be voted into the state constitution.  If anyone gets signatures certified 

at the courthouse, they need to be mailed to Chuck Bond. I can get you his address. Our Camp hosted the most 

recent 5th Brigade Meeting in Dixie and, contrary to some people’s agreement, the truth was spread to the 

membership on things going on in the Brigade. We need to keep Camp Member Justin Nosser and his family in 

our prayers as he and his mother continue to recover from an accident. Our next meeting will be the last Tuesday 

of the month, which falls on August 30th at 6pm this coming week at Big Shirley’s in Diamondhead located at  

451 Yacht Club Dr. They have a good menu and it is highly recommended to order food prior to the meeting.  We 

will have a presentation on period musical instruments and all are welcome.  
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Camp Photos 

 

       
AOT Commander Larry McCluney was the speaker for July’s meeting. He presented on Gen. P. G. T. Beauregard. 

 

                 
Commander McCluney presents his 1st person impression of Gen. Beauregard to Camp Members. 

 

                
Camp Photo taken at the American Legion July 29, 2016 with Camp #2263 Members, Associates & Friends. 

 



3 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 
 

Sept. 10, 2016 State Flag Rally;    Nov. 18-20, 2016 Camp Moore Reenactment; 

State Capitol Grounds; Jackson, MS. Camp Moore Historic Site; Tangipahoa, LA. 

 

Oct. 14-16, 2016 30th Annual Fall Muster; Nov. 26, 2016 Landrum’s Reenactment; 

Beauvoir; Biloxi, MS. Landrum’s Homestead, Laurel, MS. 

 

Nov. 11-13, 2016 Wirt Adams Raid; Dec. 2, 2016 5th Brigade Meeting; 

Jefferson College, Washington, MS. Dixie Community Center, Hattiesburg, MS. 

 

Nov. 15 or 29, 2016 Shieldsboro Rifles Camp  Dec. 10, 2016 McCloud’s Mill  Reenactment; 

Meeting; 6pm Big Shirleys, Diamondhead, MS. Leakesville, MS. 

 

  

    

 

 

Media Pages Update 

 

We have a Camp website up and running for recruiting purposes and to pass on information to others on the 

World Wide Web. 1st Lt. Brad Johnson was instrumental in constructing this site & serves as its webmaster for 

the Camp. He has added more tabs and information to our site & it looks very good. It can be found at: 

www.shieldsborrifles.org. Beauvoir is in the process of merging its two websites into one site. More to come 

here. Other pertinent sites can be found below: 

 

 

Camp Website: www.shieldsbororofles.org 

Brigade Website: www.dgreen1865.wix.com/5th-brig-ms-div-scv 

Division Website: www.mississippiscv.org 

Beauvoir Website: www.visitbeauvoir.org ; www.beauvoir.org 

National Website: www.scv.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.shieldsborrifles.org/
http://www.shieldsbororofles.org/
http://www.dgreen1865.wix.com/5th-brig-ms-div-scv
http://www.mississippiscv.org/
http://www.visitbeauvoir.org/
http://www.beauvoir.org/
http://www.scv.org/
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List of Speakers for Upcoming Camp Meetings 
 

 

August 30, 2016 – Don Green; Period Musical Instruments 

 

September 27, 2016 – Dwayne Bremer; WBTS Stories  

 

October 25, 2016 – Sid Champion V; Champion Hill 

 

November 21, 2016 – Beau Ladner; Ironclads 

 

December, 2016– No Meeting due to Christmas/New Year Holidays. 

 

January, 2017 – 2nd Annual Lee-Jackson Banquet; TBA 

 

 

 

Order of the Confederate Rose 

 

 
Camp #2263 and 373 Camps will be helping to start an OCR Chapter in Hancock County. All ladies 12 

years and older are eligible to join. Contact Breezy Bice at blbice@live.com  for more inormation. 

 

 

 

mailto:blbice@live.com
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The Battle of Mobile Bay 

By the summer of 1864, Mobile, Alabama was one of only two major Confederate ports still open (the 

other being Wilmington, North Carolina), making the city a vital lifeline for supplies from the outside 

world. While the Union Navy had established a blockade at the port, Mobile Bay’s formidable 

defenses prevented the navy from closing the net too tightly, and rebel smugglers continued to slip in 

and out. 

The bay had two main channels of entry defended by three forts, the largest being Fort Morgan – a 

45-gun, star-shaped fortification protecting the largest channel. To supplement these defenses, the 

Confederates had filled parts of the channel with torpedoes (which today would be called sea mines), 

and assembled a small flotilla of one ironclad, the C.S.S. Tennessee, and three gunboats. The fleet was 

commanded by veteran seaman Adm. Franklin Buchanan – who had earned his place in history 

commanding C.S.S. Virginia on the first day of the Battle of Hampton Roads. Tasked with closing the 

port was David G. Farragut, who had become the United States’ first admiral after his capture of New 

Orleans two years previous. Farragut assembled a fleet consisting of four ironclad monitors and more 

than a dozen wooden ships. At 7:00 a.m. on August 5, 1864, the Federals rushed into the harbor. 

Farragut split his fleet into two columns – the ironclads sailing nearest Fort Morgan, and the wooden 

ships on the far side. Farragut ordered the larger wooden ships lashed side by side to a smaller ship so 

that the bigger vessels could serve as a shield, and so the ships would be able to tow each other if one 

became crippled. Farragut personally observed much of the battle while lashed to the rigging on his 

flagship U.S.S. Hartford. 

Initially, the ships began sailing through the narrow width of the channel that had not been mined – 

passing under the guns of the fort. But as the columns maneuvered, the ships found themselves 

drifting into the edge of the minefield. The ironclad U.S.S. Tecumseh struck a torpedo, and sank almost 

instantly, and cautious Union captains began stopping their ships while still within range of Fort 

Morgan. At this juncture, Farragut is said to have ordered Hartford forward with the famous line 

"Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!" (although more reliable accounts suggest a slight variation 

to this quote). 

Although they faced bombardment from the fort and the Confederate ships, Farragut’s flagship made 

it through the minefield in one piece, with the rest of the fleet following his path. Once into the 

expansive bay, the fleet could easily move out of range of Fort Morgan’s guns, leaving only the 

Confederate ships to contend with. The Federals quickly captured or drove away the Rebel gunboats, 

but despite the overwhelming odds the Tennessee, Buchanan’s flag ship, raced out to meet the 

Northerners head on. 
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Buchanan was soon surrounded by the Union ironclads as he steered for the Hartford, but the 

Tennessee’s armored plating protected her as she was repeatedly rammed and pounded with shot. 

However, the ship’s weak engine – a product of the Confederacy’s limited industrial capacity – made 

her too slow to outmaneuver her adversaries, and prevented her from successfully ramming any of the 

Union ships – although she came close, sliding alongside Hartford as the two crews fired at near point-

blank range. 

Eventually, however, the Rebels’ slow engine, bad gunpowder, and numerical disadvantage took their 

toll. Buchanan was injured and the ship’s rudder chains were cut – preventing her from steering, and 

allowing the Federals to move away from her guns and continue pummeling the Tennessee in relative 

safety. Three hours after the fighting had started, C.S.S. Tennessee surrendered, leaving the harbor in 

Union control, and closing the port to Southern blockade runners. The city of Mobile itself was too well 

defended to capture, but several weeks of joint Army-Navy operations managed to capture Fort 

Morgan and the other forts protecting the harbor. All told, the Union suffered over 300 casualties in 

the fighting compared to less than 50 for the Confederates, although by the time the forts 

surrendered, 1,500 Southerners had been captured. 

Courtesy of: http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/mobile-bay.html?tab=facts 

 

Map of Mobile Bay 

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/mobile-bay.html?tab=facts
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Fort Gaines on Dauphin Island 

 

 
 

Fort Morgan at Mobile Point 
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Intiative 58 Logo 

 

 
 


